( EPanel absolves CIA of manipulating oil study
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Washington (Reuter)—'rhe Senate Intelh--
‘gence Committee yesterday said the Central In-
telligence Agency did not manipulate a study of
Soviet oil production to promote Presxdent

_ Carter’s energy plan.

But the committee said the ClA erred when

it released some pessimistic world oil produc- -
tion projections last-year saying flatly that the -
Soviet Union would go from being self-sufﬁcent

to beinga big oil importer by 1985.

should have camed qualifying statements, such .

as that the Soviet Union would be required to
buy foreign oil only in the unlikely event that 1t
did not take conservation measures. :

The projection became an issue when the
CIA estimates were used by President Carter in

public announcements backmg his energy poli-

‘ey.
. Inan analysxs of two CIA studxes of Soviet

. CIA analysts told the committee staff that _’_,':f_oxl needs, the committee defended the CIA and

_the agency made an unexplained “and a simple..
error” in saying without qualification that Mos-.
cow and its East European allies would be im-'
porting 3.5 million to 4.5 mxlhon of barrels of
-oil a day by then. 3 -
+ _ The agency;said- the ml 1mport foreast

“ Mr. Carter against widespread criticism and al-

legations that the studxes may have. been falsi- -
CL - . the President’s energy plan was polmcally mo-

“tivated. s oo ‘.

,_fled

Two CIA- reports were released in Apnl
*1977, at the.time Mr. Carter was announcing !ns

plans for a natxonal program ¢ to conserveoil. . ;. 'V

——te

- back through fall, 1976, mych too early to have

The: committee saud in a report that staff
aides traced the origin of the pessimistic Soviet
oil projection and found that the CIA could have
issued a similar outlook earlier.

. “Committee staif has traced the ongms of
the new and much more pessimistic forecast

been cooked to fit the 'President’s rec‘pe," the
report said.

- But the commxttee. wl'uch oversees actwmes
of the intelligence-gathering agency, said the
use of secret CIA research to build support for

After Mr. Carter S fu'st dxsclosure of the So-
 viet oil situation, the studies were made public.
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